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Public Transport — Adjournment Debate 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.30 pm]: All too often in this place we hear bad things about 
what is happening around Perth, and in particular, bad things happening on public transport. Tonight I thought I 
would share with honourable members my recent experience of being on public transport, which was a very 
good experience. The night I am speaking about in particular is Saturday, 10 October. On that evening I, my 
husband and my 12-year-old son had tickets to see the Black Eyed Peas, a well-known hip-hop band, at 
Burswood Dome. I am sure that all members in this chamber are familiar with the Black Eyed Peas, singing 
Boom Boom Pow and I Gotta Feeling, which are two of their better-known songs. Somebody else was 
performing at Burswood Theatre on that night. It was John Farnham. I am not a John Farnham fan, but I am sure 
that a lot of people were going to that concert as well.  

The reason I went to see the Black Eyed Peas, apart from being a big fan of the band, is that my 12-year-old son 
wanted to see the band as a birthday present. I could not send a 12-year-old on his own, because I would be 
accused of being a bad mother. We decided, as good parents, that we would share that experience with him. I 
thought that to make it a complete experience we would take advantage of the fact that when people buy a ticket 
to attend a concert at Burswood Entertainment Complex, it also includes the cost of public transport. I thought 
that was great and that we would take public transport; that we would not take our car to Burswood and fight to 
find a parking place; and that we would lessen our carbon footprint and do all those good things that we should 
be doing as responsible citizens. I also wanted to see for myself whether the transport system was as bad as 
people say it is. 

We live in the northern suburbs. We drove our car to the Greenwood train station and parked it in a very well-lit 
car park. At the train station a few people were waiting for the train. I suppose we waited five minutes for the 
next train to come along. We got onto the train and a few people were sitting in the carriage. A couple of young 
guys got on the train at Warwick and were beatboxing. For those members who do not know what beatboxing is, 
I am not going to attempt to do it. If members see me afterwards I will tell them, but beatboxing is something 
people do to entertain other people. That was a lot of fun and we enjoyed it on the train.  

Hon Ken Travers: I am going to support you to become the professor of youth culture in this place. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I thank Hon Ken Travers for calling me youthful. I think that is a compliment and I will 
take it.  

When we arrived at Perth train station, we had to change platforms to go to the Armadale-Thornlie line to catch a 
train to Burswood. We did that and did not see any problems on the train station. Again, it was very well lit. We 
were not sure which platform we should go to, because we do not use trains all the time. A couple of transit 
guards were very happy to point us in the right direction. We could have just followed the crowd anyway 
because there were a lot of people going to the concert. We got to Burswood and got to our places in the mosh 
pit, which was great fun. There was a full house. It was a fantastic concert which went for almost two and a half 
hours. Everyone was in a very good mood afterwards. There were lots of young people and lots of not so young 
people, like me, in the crowd as well. We thoroughly enjoyed the concert. 

I then thought that it is okay when people were going to these events because everyone arrives at staggered 
times, but what would it be like when leaving. I wondered what the experience would be like and worried that I 
might lose my son in the crowd. We left the concert. The event management people at Burswood certainly had 
down to a tee how people would be shepherded from the Burswood Dome, up the stairs, past “Hamburger Hill” 
and onto the train station. The traffic was managed very well. Again, a lot of people were crowding onto the 
station, but a number of transit guards and security people there were making sure that everyone was standing 
well behind the yellow line for when the trains came along. A train did come along with ample carriages for 
people. Again, we got to Perth station where we had to change trains to go back the way we had come. I noticed 
at the station that people were coming from all sorts of directions, not just from Burswood. The train station was 
very crowded, but there were lots of announcements about the train arrival and departure times and people were 
reminded that they were under video surveillance while they were at the train station. There were a number of 
security guards directing people who did not know which way they should be going or which train they should 
catch. They were very pleasant in the way they dealt with people. A couple of times they smiled and said, “Good 
evening.” A couple of guys even asked, “Have you been to the Black Eyed Peas concert? How was it? Was it 
great?” It gave us a general feeling of happiness and we did not in any way feel threatened. We did not see 
anything untoward or of a violent nature or any signs of open drunkenness at the station. We caught the train 
home and there were plenty of carriages. I was amazed that when I got in the carriage, a young person got up and 
offered me the seat, which is something that I thought had gone by the wayside a long time ago. 
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I just wanted to bring that to the attention of members tonight and to pay tribute to those hardworking people at 
the Public Transport Authority—the drivers, the transit guards and the security officers who do their job very 
well. They should be congratulated. Again, I just wanted to say that it was a fantastic experience and I can 
thoroughly recommend it to all members. Next time they go to a concert, whether it be the Black Eyed Peas, 
Pearl Jam, Fleetwood Mac or any of the other upcoming concerts, they should try public transport because it 
ain’t all bad. 
 


